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Te Ōhanga Māori is not a separate, distinct, and clearly identifiable 
segment of the Aotearoa economy.  

It is a closely connected component of numerous pieces of the jigsaw 
puzzle that together make up the economy of Aotearoa.  

Māori participation, contribution, and 
connections to this jigsaw puzzle can be 
seen in several areas.
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Ngā hua - Observations
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 Looking beyond Te Tiriti settlements

 Dramatic population and employment changes

 Broadening skill base for the workforce

 Assets across many sectors

 Contributions to GDP across all dimensions

 Delivery of wellbeing through numerous avenues



Dramatic population and employment changes
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From Census 2013 and 2018



Māori skill level – tale of two halves
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Skill level 
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Māori in business – dominated by high skilled category
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Skill composition of employed Māori 2018
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Asset base has grown significantly
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In 2018, the financial value of the asset base totalled $68.7 billion 

$8.6
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Asset base spread across the rohe



Asset base spread across all sectors
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Value add - $17 billion to Aotearoa economy
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In 2018 the world GDP 
was US$86 trillion

0.014%

Source: World Bank, https://howmuch.net/articles/the-world-economy-2018, BERL  

https://howmuch.net/articles/the-world-economy-2018


Delivering wellbeing
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Māori entities 
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Future challenges
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 Right support for SMEs 

 Distribution of income and wealth – home ownership and in-work poverty

 Increasing skills – multi-generational effort.
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